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INTRODUCTION


After dealing with appropriate and inappropriate relationships, Jesus discussed faulty religious practices. Then, He begins to discuss personal attitudes or values: where to store things you value (6:19-24), what to value (6:25-34), and evaluation of self and others (7:1-6). Finally, He explains what God values and what God does with those who do not value Him as they should. Jesus indicates that God values good goals, good giving, and good living. He teaches that these values are based upon three assumptions. Let us see what He has to say.
I.
FIRST ASSUMPTION: ASK, SEEK, KNOCK ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL.

1.
Asking/seeking/knocking does not guarantee we know God’s will.

2.
Receiving/finding/opening reveals that we recognize God’s will.

God does not promise here to do everything we ask of Him; rather, He assumes that we will pursue His will in our asking/seeking/knocking. Have the right goals in life!

II.
SECOND ASSUMPTION: GOOD PARENTS GIVE GOOD GIFTS.

1. If a child asks for bread, good parents would not give a stone.

2. If a child asks for fish, good parents would not give a snake.

Good parents would never knowingly give a bad gift to a child, regardless of what the child asks. Certainly, a good parent would not give a harmful substitute to a child when the child asks for something good. God is much better than good parents and knows exactly what is good and bad for us. He will only give good gifts!
III.
THIRD ASSUMPTION: WE KNOW HOW WE LIKE TO BE TREATED.

1. People know how they want to be treated.

2. God’s people are to treat others just as they want to be treated.

Jesus says this idea “sums up the law and the prophets.” It is known today as The Golden Rule. People throughout the world have heard of this principle for living. Now, if everyone would just put it into practice in all areas of life, we would find this world to be a much happier place in which to live.

CONCLUSION


The three assumptions should be the bases for every prayer request (for every goal in life), for every gift we give, for every action in every relationship. What a difference it would make in our world if we would all follow The Golden Rule! What a difference it would make in our churches if we would all follow The Golden Rule! We would be happier. Our children would be happier. God’s People would be happier. The people of the world would be happier. However, we cannot expect people of the world to follow such a simple principle, as worldly-minded people think of themselves first and foremost. Unfortunately, we do not see many Christians with a mindset that is different from the world. Yet, Jesus calls us to be different. If our righteousness does not exceed that of the scribes and the Pharisees, we shall not see the Kingdom of God. Stop! Look! Listen to what Jesus has to say! Then, begin practicing it!

“O to be like Thee! Blessed Redeemer, 
This is my constant longing and prayer;

Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures, 
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.

O to be like Thee! O to be like Thee, 
Blessed Redeemer, Pure as Thou art!

Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness—

Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart”
